
 The Cologne Cathedral 

The Cathedral is still the second highest building in Cologne after the telecommunications tower. Its 
footprint is no less impressive, with the full length of the Cathedral measuring 145 m and the cross 
nave 86 m. In comparison, a football pitch is "only" around 100 by 70 m. The total area of the Cathedral 
measures almost 8000 square metres and has room for more than 20,000 people. 

 
Building history 

The foundation stone of the Gothic Cathedral was laid on 15 August 1248 on the celebration of the 
Assumption of the Virgin Mary. Apparently the Old Cathedral was no longer sufficiently representative 
to house the mortal remains of the Three Kings, which Archbishop Rainald von Dassel brought back to 
the cathedral city in 1164 from the conquered city of Milan. These relics made the Cathedral one of 
the most important pilgrimage destinations in Europe. In the early 16th century, building was stopped 
- partly due to lack of money, partly due to lack of interest. 

 
At this point the chancel, the lower section of the South Tower with bell tower as well as the long nave 
and the cross nave were completed up to the lower arcades. The North Tower was almost completely 
nonexistent. For more than 300 years, the city's panorama was dominated by the mighty torso with a 
huge building crane on the incomplete South Tower. 

 
Around the turn of the 19th century the supporters of the German Romantic movement reawakened 
public interest in the completion of the Cathedral thanks to their enthusiasm for the Middle Ages. 
Continuation and completion of the building now became a matter of national interest to the Germans. 
In 1842 King Friedrich Wilhelm IV laid the foundation stone marking the continuation of building work. 
The Cathedral was completed in 1880 - in accordance with the plan originating from the Middle Ages 
- in a record time of just 38 years. 

 
It is nothing short of a miracle that, although badly damaged, Cologne Cathedral survived the Second 
World War in spite of extensive bombing. Nowadays the main factors affecting the Cathedral are 
weather and environmental influences. Over 80 stonemasons, glaziers, roofers and other specialists 
are constantly at work on the maintenance and restoration of the Cathedral building. 

  



 Drachenburg Castle  
A unique castle with a wonderful panorama over the Rhine 

  

Drachenburg Castle is situated below the Drachenfels. It was built from 1882 to 1884 and is 
now regarded as one of the most significant castle buildings of the late 19th century in 
Germany. After many years of restoration, the Castle, its grounds and the lower castle glisten 
in their original splendour. The living and reception rooms invite visitors to familiarise 
themselves with and experience the life and times of the period when it was built with all its 
sophisticated splendour. The Castle is surrounded by extensive grounds with ancient trees and 
majestic rhododendrons that entice visitors to take a leisurely stroll with unforgettable views 
over the Rhine. 

Schloss Drachenburg gGmbH 
Drachenfelsstraße 118 
53639 Königswinter 
Tel.: +49 2223-90197-0 
mail@schloss-drachenburg.de 
Daily Mon - Sun 11 am - 6 pm 
 

  



 Rhine Boat Trips 
Travel just like the romantics - upstream on the Rhine 

  

The Rhine still casts its spell: The Bonn region is considered the gateway to the Romantic 
Rhine, but the stretch from here to Bingen features vineyards, fortresses built on cliffs and 
idyllic towns that have enchanted romantic travellers from time immemorial. Steamers carry 
tourists upstream and downstream from Easter to the end of October. The scenery can be 
experienced in a particularly spectacular fashion every year on the  first Saturday in May, 
during Rhine in Flames. 

 Bonner Personenschiffahrt (BPS)  
Brassertufer/Am Alten Zoll  
53111 Bonn  
Tel. +49 2 28 63 63 63  
Fax +49 2 28 69 52 12  
info@b-p-s.de  
www.b-p-s.de  
 
 
Personenschiffahrt Schmitz GmbH  
Hauptstraße 52  
53639 Königswinter  
Tel: +49 2223 22578  
info@schiff-schmitz.de  
 
 
 

Köln-Düsseldorfer  
Deutsche Rheinschiffahrt AG (KD)  
Frankenwerft 35  
50667 Köln  
Tel. +49 2 21 20 88-318  
Fax +49 2 21 20 88-345  
info@k-d.com  
www.k-d.com  
 
Personenschifffahrt Siebengebirge eG 
Rheinallee 59  
53173 Bonn-Bad Godesberg  
Tel. +49 228 36 37 37  
Fax 0228 / 36 49 94  
siebengebirgslinie@t-online.de  
www.siebengebirgs-linie.de  

MS Beethoven  
Fahrgastschifffahrt Dahm  
Inh. Michael Dahm  
Kapitän: Alexander Dahm (Ansprechpartner) 
Gerhardstraße 12  
53229 Bonn-Beuel  
Tel: +49 228 22 11 22  
Mobil: +49 170 7 656 000  
info@ms-beethoven.de  
www.ms-beethoven.de 

 

 



 Beethoven House  

Where the great composer saw the light of day  

 Ludwig van Beethoven is the most famous son of the City, which still feels closely associated 
with the world-famous composer today. His birthplace has been one of Bonn's landmarks 
for a long time, every year approximately 100,000 visitors come to the house that has been 
turned into a museum in Bonngasse 20. Ludwig van Beethoven was born there in December 
1770. The house is the only preserved residence of the Beethoven family and is largely in its 
original condition. 

 
 

Life and works of Beethoven 

The Beethoven-Haus is also a Beethoven-Museum and houses the world's largest Beethoven 
collection. More than 150 original documents and exhibits portray the life and works of 
Ludwig van Beethoven. In the historic adjacent Haus Im Mohren the digital Beethoven-Haus 
offers an innovative, interactive experience to visitors. It is possible to navigate through all 
the documents using multimedia in the studio for digital collections. The stage for music 
visualisation converts the house's historic arched cellar into an overall work of art composed 
of music and the virtual world.  

 
 

The Chamber music room has developed into an important venue for various events 
(concerts, conferences, special celebrations) since it was opened in 1989. The diverse 
programme appeals to many music lovers. 

  



 Bundeskunsthalle 
Bundeskunsthalle - an international highlight 

Three distinctive illuminated towers provide a welcome, a roof garden as a fifth facade, a 
series of columns representing the 16 Federal States - this is how the Viennese architect 
Gustav Peichl made the site unmistakable and emphasised the artistic significance of the 
building. The Art and Exhibition Hall on the Bonn Museum Mile was opened in 1992. The 
exhibition spectrum ranges from the fine arts and cultural history to science and technology. 
As the Art and Exhibition hall does not own any collections itself, it relies on widespread 
national and international cooperation. A particular highlight is offered by the annual Museum 
Mile Festival on four days in May/ June with a diverse cultural programme. 

Kunst- und Ausstellungshalle der 
Bundesrepublik Deutschland GmbH  
Museumsmeile Bonn  
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 4  
53113 Bonn  
Tel.: +49 228 9171–200  
info@bundeskunsthalle.de  

Opening hours:  
Closed on Mondays  
Tuesday and Wednesday 10 am to 9 pm  
Thursday to Sunday  
(and on all public holidays, including those 
on Mondays) 10 am to 7 pm  
The ticket offices close 30 minutes before 
closing time  

 

 

 

Und much more to discover: http://www.bonn-region.de/overv/sights-culture.html 

 


